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Yesterday’s high was 62°,
with an overnight low of 33°.
Record high 97° in 1924,
record low 31° in 1919.
See weather on back page.
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EPIC workers rally
in S’side, call for end
to union negotiations

by Lynda Jo Staples

EPIC staff, parents and chil-
dren converged to rally for an
end to union negotiations at
the Head Start building on
North 16" Street in Sunnyside
yesterday evening.

EPIC staff is unhappy with
ongoing union negotiations
that have been on the table
since February.

SIEU Local 925 President
Kim Cook said staff is ask-
ing for “respect and fairness”
from the agency. On the table,
she says, are proposed cuts
that would hurt the workforce
and the children they serve.

Cindy Ramales, the local
union representative, agrees.

Chief among her concerns
is a possible cut in bonuses
for ECAP staff who work

on a program from April to
October that helps migrant
families.

Ramales is dissatisfied, too,
that there’s talk about cutting
ECAP days of service for
children and withholding pay
raises for ECAP teachers.

“We know there’s flex-
ibility for using their funds,
they’re just using them the

see “EPIC rally” page 3

Lynda Jo Staples/Daily Sun News

Kim Cook, President of SEIU Local 925, fires up the crowd at an EPIC rally. Staff,
parents and children gathered at the rally to express dissatisfaction with how long the

union negotiation process is taking.

Unrest continues at Mabton Council meeting

by Corey Russell

MABTON —Mabton City Councilman
Mario Martinez asked Mabton City Attorney
Phil Lamb at last night’s regularly scheduled
council meeting about the possibility of the
city suing Mabton Mayor Velva Herrera for
the way she has handled the city’s affairs.

“Qur city finances are dwindling because
of the neglect shown by the mayor,” a visibly
irritated Martinez told Lamb. “Someone has
got to take responsibility.”

What drew Martinez’s ire was information
he said he received this week informing him

that the city has not been forwarding a por-
tion of the funds it receives from municipal
court to the county. This, he said, has resulted
in the city owing Yakima County more than
$107,000.

What’s worse, Martinez added, is that only
$10,000 was appropriated in the 2009 budget
to cover any costs the city might incur in a
PERC hearing dealing with a fired employee.
The city ended up losing the PERC hearing
and had to pony up nearly $65,000 in back
pay and benefits to the employee.

Martinez claimed Herrera thought the city
would win the case so only budgeted money

for legal fees. This, he said, has left the city
nearly $200,000 over budget for 2009.

That number can’t be verified because the
city still doesn’t have its 2008 numbers final-
ized.

Results from a recent audit have yet to be re-
leased but Martinez said it will show there are
no internal controls at City Hall. His ultimate
goal, he said, is for the city to sue the mayor
for any money that was overspent. He later
claimed that in Herrera’s term as mayor the
city has overspent its budget by $400,000.

Lamb, who seemed surprised by the re-
quest, told Martinez he felt the best course of

action was to wait until the audit report is re-
leased. He said he believes the report will be
a searing, critical document. Lamb said it will
show the city didn’t track receipts or expen-
ditures, was over budget every year and can’t
prove how any thing was resolved.

“| feel the best action to take is to wait for
the audit and tackle it from there,” Lamb
said.

Lamb also reminded Martinez that this is
an election year and elections have a way of
resolving problems. He said if the city took
litigation against the mayor it wouldn’t be

see “Council meeting” page 3
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her seatbelt during this morning’s “Click it and Ticket” event.
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Jennie McGhan/Daily Sun News
Mabton High School 2009-10 ASB Treasurer Margarita Gutierrez (left) hands Adilene Barajas a ticket for wearing

‘Click it and Ticket’
emphasis directed
at Mabton High teens

by Jennie McGhan

MABTON - Not to be con-
fused with the now familiar
“Click it or Ticket” program
conducted  statewide, the
Washington  State  Traffic
Safety Commission recently
developed a ticket program
for students wearing their
seatbelts, known as “Click it
and Ticket.”

The program is designed to
increase seatbelt use among
teens. State Farm Insurance
Company is co-sponsoring
the project.

Mabton High School is par-
ticipating in the new program
and this morning students
wearing seatbelts were hand-
ed a ticket. The ticket is not a
traffic citation, rather areward
for good behavior. Also, the
tickets given to each student
arriving at school with their
seatbelts on are similar to an
actual citation, but emphasize
the benefits of seatbelt use.

Students sign the ticket and
turn it in for incentives, such
as a candy bar. The name of
the student is entered into a
drawing for two debit cards
provided by State Farm
Insurance. Those cards are
worth the price of actual seat-
belt citations, $124 each.

In addition to the tickets,
Principal Jay Tyus will talk
to the student body regarding
the importance of wearing a
seatbelt when riding inside a
motor vehicle.

Helping promote further
awareness are the 2009-10
ASB officers and students
from Sue Sartain’s class-
rooms. They were handing
out the tickets this morning.

Sartain feels the program
is important to the students
at Mabton High School. “We
were amazed at how many
students don’t wear seatbelts
and we are hoping to decrease

the numbers by the end of the
see “Emphasis” page 3
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Police to buy
license scanner

Soon a Sunnyside police
cruiser may be able to serve as
the eyes and ears in the city’s
battle against auto theft.

This past Monday the
Sunnyside City Council au-
thorized the department to
spend $29,570 in grant funds
to buy an automatic license
plate reader.

The device contains three
cameras attached to a police
cruiser and will automati-
cally read car license plates
as the cruiser motors down
a street or in a parking lot. It
will identify right away any
license plates that belong to
vehicles reported stolen.

S’side to take
part in violent

crime task force

The Sunnyside Police
Department will participate in
a county-wide violent crime
task force. The group, which

also includes state and nation-
al law enforcement agencies,
will partner together in track-
ing down known offenders.

The only stipulation is that
Sunnyside’s participation
will not require it to have an
officer dedicated solely to the
task force.

Airport grant
funds sought

Taxiway improvements at
the Sunnyside Airport took
another step forward when
the Sunnyside City Council
this past Monday approved
an application to the state for
$724,550 in federal and state
grants.

Stormwater
group ties
maintained
by Sunnyside

Noting the savings it offers
to taxpayers, the Sunnyside
City Council on Monday

heartily endorsed the city’s
continued participation in a
regional stormwater group
that includes Yakima County
and the city of Yakima.

By participating, all the
entities save money because
they can share in the some of
the costs of stormwater com-
pliance.

Video cameras
headed to
Sunnyside Jail

From now on any com-
plaints or conflicts in the
Sunnyside Jail between pris-
oners or between inmates and
city employees will be read-
ily addressed by color video
cameras that record activities
at the jail.

Chief Ed Radder said cur-
rently the black and white
cameras at the jail offer video
but do not record.

Funding for the cameras
will come from a $26,721
grant Sunnyside police are re-
ceiving from stimulus funds.

County
hires help
to check
out levees

Yakima County commis-
sioners yesterday, Tuesday,
agreed to hire Seattle-area
firm Northwest Hydraulic
Consultants to help review
the status of the county’s le-
vee system.

The county has conducted
its own studies of the Yakima
and Naches rivers and their
sediments as a way to ensure
levee safety. The contract ap-
proved yesterday will look
to an outside firm to double-
check the county’s work.

Don Gatchalian is the coun-
ty’s assistant public services
director and he said some of
the areas protected by levees
include Sportsman’s Park and
Terrace Heights in Yakima.

Most of the greenway path-
way in Yakima, he said, sits
on top of a levee.

1 EPIC rally

continued from page 1
wrong way,” she said.

Of particular concern is
the amount she says EPIC
wants to budget for continu-
ing education for its staff. She
said the proposal is to spend
$375,000 to help staff earn
their B.A. degrees, but that
number isn’t realistic consid-
ering EPIC only spent about
$20,000 on continuing educa-

tion in 2008.

“It’s kind of weird they
want to spend over $375,000
on degrees,” she said.

Ramales said she’s also
unhappy about the allocation
of funds for a youth program
that she said isn’t effective.

Ramales said all staff
wants is a say in how dollars
are spent.

EPIC CEO Steve Mitchell
declined to comment on the
subject, as union negotiations
are ongoing. But he did re-
spond to an allegation made
by Ramales.

Ramales said, “Legally
they have to negotiate with us
before they submit any grant
applications, and they’ve
been submitting them without

(completing negotiations).”

Responded Mitchell, “That
might be their interpreta-
tion, but our interpretation is
that grants are due on certain
dates and it’s incumbent upon
us to comply with our fund-
ing source deadlines.

“QOur policy is to turn in
(grant applications) in ad-
vance.”

1 Council meeting

continued from page 1

until two or three years down
the road before any decision
was made. Another concern
was money.

“You don’t have the money
to war with each other,” he
told Martinez.

After the meeting the may-
or claimed Martinez’s request
was politics as usual.

“If they want my job so bad
why don’t they just run for it
like | did,” she said.

Herrera earlier this year
said that she will not run for
mayor in the November elec-
tion. Asked again last night by
the Daily Sun News if she still
has no plans to run, Herrera
said, “no comment.”

Another subject that ir-
ritated Martinez was the
revelation that the city
would not get two grants
administered by the Office
of Community, Trade and
Economic Development. One
grant was for water rights and
a new well and the other was

for a sewer system report.

Martinez said the reason the
grants were denied was be-
cause the city didn’t receive a
high enough rating. This was
due, he said, to two grants the
city received in the 1990s still
were not closed out. A con-
cern over whether City Hall
had people with the expertise
to administer the grants was
also a concern for the Office
of Community, Trade and
Economic Development, he
said.

Mabton City Clerk Kitty
Zavalaisscheduledtoattend a
CDBG Grant Administration
workshop in June but both
Martinez and fellow council-
man Angel Reyna are against
her attending, citing the con-
cern of wasting money.

Both Martinez and Reyna
have said they have no con-
fidence in the job Zavala
has done as city clerk. They
repeatedly ask for current
budget numbers and to see

the final 2008 numbers but
have yet to see them.

Zavala said she feels she is
being attacked by Martinez
and is being unfairly targeted.
Zavala said she inherited the
financial mess the city is in
and has received only mini-
mal training.

Martinez has called for her
to resign in the past.

Despite last night’s drama
the council was able to get
some city business done in
the nearly three and a half
hour meeting.

Mayor Herrera read a state-
ment she was ordered to read
at a city council meeting con-
cerning Frank Tijerina. It was
Tijerina that was fired by the
mayor and then was reinstat-
ed after a PERC hearing.

The statement revealed
that the city of Mabton did
discriminate against Tijerina
and will not do it again. The
council also approved funds
up to $65,000 to cover costs

of back pay and benefits for
Tijerina.

The council also passed the
consent agenda although not
without some drama.

Martinez wanted to pull the
payroll from the agenda. He
stated he didn’t feel comfort-
able authorizing payroll when
he knows a city employee is
manipulating the time clock.
He said this employee wasn’t
working the full 40 hours but
was getting paid for it.

Lambsuggestedto Martinez
he share this information with
him in private, stating it will
be privileged that way. Lamb
also suggested to the mayor
that she immediately review
time clock procedures.

Martinez declined to reveal
which employee he thought
was cheating the time clock.

Council voted 3-1, with
Martinez the lone no vote, to
approve the payroll.

- Corey Russell can be contacted
at 509-837-4500.

1 Emphasis

continued from page 1
program.”

The program is slated to
take place throughout the
month, with two more events
like the one held this morn-
ing.

Statistic show teens need
the message regarding seat-
belt usage more than adults.
Only 7 percent of all drivers
are teens. But teens are in-

volved in 15 percent of fatal
crashes and 20 percent of all
crashes.

“Like all of us, students
need to be reminded of the
importance of wearing a seat-
belt. Without it, they could
be seriously hurt or killed
in a collision...or suffer the
less serious consequence of
having to pay the fine,” said

Sartain.

According to
Washington State  Traffic
Safety Commission Law

Enforcement Liason and for-
mer Mabton Police Chief
Raul Almeida, Mabton High
School is the first school in
Yakima County to participate
in the “Click it and Ticket”
program.

“It’s a good program for
these kids,” he said, stating
a total of 183 tickets were
handed out this morning.

Almeida and Ben Sartin
of Sunnyside’s Sartin State
Farm Insurance presented the
two debit cards to their re-
spective winners.

- Jennie McGhan can be con-
tacted at 509-837-4500.

Emergency evacation
drill planned Friday

GRANDVIEW - Friday, May 15, Grandview Middle
School will conduct a school-wide evacuation drill begin-
ning at 7:45 a.m.

The drill will include all students and staff members at
the school.

Involved in the drill will be members of the Grandview
School District, police department and fire department, as
well as the Yakima County Sheriff’s Office.

A practice scenario will be played out as police and fire
officials enter the school and instruct both staff and students
to evacuate to the Grandview High School gymnasium.

Teachers and students will walk together to the high
school, and the area surrounding Grandview Middle School
will be cordoned off as a precautionary measure in accor-
dance with the drill.

The drill is a part of Grandview school emergency prepa-
rations and both parents and students are advised the drill is
not part of a real emergency.

The drill is anticipated to take approximately one hour.

Any questions can be directed to Matt Mallery at 882-
8519 or 882-8500.

Look For $avings In Every Aisle With Our TPR
(Temporary Price Reduction) Pricing!

MABTON
330 North St. » 894-4444

TOPPENISH
116 Chehalis Ave. * 865-7200

I super $avings!

49°

Fugi

Apples

Sweet & Crisp

32 oz.

Gatorade fn

Mazola

Corn

Callfornla 1Gal.

Iceberg

Lettuce $1

Red, Ripe, Sweet

Strawberries

1 Lb. Pkg.

0TS 308
Western Family

9.
Pastas

Spaghetti, Salad/Elbow
Macaroni, Angel Hair
Reg. $2.39

$: ; Westen Famlly

Jumbo Meat

Hot Dogs

1Lb. Pkg. Save 60¢

1

Unbeliveable

Tis the

Fresh Local 664900

Asparagus

General Mills

Lucky Charms

Resers 40 oz.

Deli Pizzas

Pepperoni or
Combo 2 pk

$499 Wi Famil

Beef Patties

Angel Soft .
Bathroom Tissue

6‘ Pk. “Double Roll”Reg. 5.79

Chlcken Legs
or Thi

Famlly Pack

Folgers Classic Roast

Coffee $599

340z

gtock Up Toda)

Prices effective 5/13/09 througH 5/1 9/09

(@ YakamaReservationHuntingPermits NOWON SALE!

FISHING LICENSES
Tackle, Camping Supplies
SleepingBagsandMoml

Espressos & Smoothies
available at your Blue Sky Market in Mabton Only
Our LAUNDRYMAT features
HOTWater & FASTDRY Machines

Flour
Tortillas

Propane
Tanks

Mabton only






